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ELIX'IB,, a word of Arabic origin, ap-
plied to a number of solutions employed by
alchemists in an attempt to change base
metals into gold; also, a potion, the elixir
vitae, or elixir of life, supposed to confer
immortality. Elixir is still used as a name
for various patent medicines.
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ELIZABETH, (1533-1603), quean of
England, daughter of Henry VIII and Anne
Boleyn, was born at Greenwich and was al-
most immediately declared heiress to the
crown. After her mother was beheaded
(1536), Elizabeth
was declared illegiti-
mate, but she was
finally placed after
Edward and Mary in
the order of succes-
sion. At the death,
of Edward, Eliza-
beth vigorously sup-
ported the title of
Mary against the
pretensions of Lady
Jane Grey, but
nevertheless contin-
ued throughout
Mary's reign to be an object of suspicion.
In self-defense she made every demonstra-
tion of zealous adherence to the Roman
Catholic faith, t but her motives were well
known. In 1558 Mary's reign came to a
close, and Elizabeth was immediately recog-
nized as queen by Parliament. Following the
bloody reign of Mary, stained with religious
persecutions, naturally the first great object
of Elizabeth's reign was to settle the religious
question. She called Parliament on January
25. The nation was prepared for a return
to the reformed faith, and the ecclesiastical
system devised in her father's reign was
reestablished, the royal supremacy was re-
asserted and the revised prayer book was en-
forced by the Act of Uniformity, Elizabeth's
first Parliament approached her on a subject
which, next to religion, was the chief vexa-
tion of her reign—the succession to the
crown. They requested her to marry, but she
declared she would never marry,
For the most part Elizabeth and her min-
isters were on the side of peace, and they
undertook no wars which were nat absolutely
necessary* Some support was given, to the
Huguenot party in France and to the Prot-
estants in, the Netherlands, so that through-
out Europe Elizabeth was looked on as the
 head of the Protestant party. But her
parsimony was too great ever to allow her to
furnish substantial aid. Many of the politi-
cal events of the reign were connected with
Mary Queen of Scots (See mary stuart).
The detention of Mary in England, whither
she fled to the protection of Elizabeth, led to
a series of conspiracies beginning with that
under the earls of Northumberland and "West-
moreland and ending with the plot of Babing-
ton, which finally determined Elizabeth to
make away with her captive. The state of
France, consequent on the accession of Henry
IV, who had been assisted by Elizabeth,
obviated any danger from the indignation
which the deed caused in that country; and
the awe in which King James stood of Eliza-
beth, and his dread of interfering with his
own right of succession to England, made
him powerless. But Philip II of Spain was
not to be appeased. The execution of Mary
lent edge to other grievances, and he refused
to be satisfied with tho sacrifice Elizabeth
seemed prepared to make of her Dutch allies.
He dispatched against England the great
Armada, which furnished occasion for a
tremendous English victory, redounding to
the glory of Elizabeth and her ministers
(See arkada).
In her choice of advisers Elizabeth showed
remarkable sagacity, and her government at
home and abroad was sustained by such men
as Burleigh, Bacon and Walsingham. In her
choice of personal favorites, notably Dudley,
Earl of Leicester, and the Earl of Essex, she
was not so fortunate. Elizabeth's reign was
one of the most brilliant in history* Not
only in the department of state, but in all
ranks, were men of rnone than local or
periodic eminence, among them Spenser,
Shakespeare and Bacon, It was in Eliza-
beth's day that the East India Company was
founded, and the way thus paved for the
beginning of England's colonial empire.
ELIZABETH, N, J,, the county seat of
Union County, on Staten Island Sound, four
miles southeast of Newark and twelve miles
southwest of New York City, on the New
Jersey Central, the Pennsylvania, the Lehigh
Valley, the Beading and the Baltimore &
Ohio railroads. Four long distance bus lines
serve the city. It is the center of a network
of radial and loop highways, including the
Lincoln and the William Penn highways, Air-
plane service on regular schedule connects
with all points east, west and south, B is an

